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After 37 ye3m in vexerinary practice, 31.J ofthose in Yass, I have
decided !o "call it a dal' as far as tull iime wo*. after hours duties
and weekends are conc€rled. This decision has not been aten
lightly ard was ade one wet. cold July Sunday night (whilst tny
dinner sat on the iable and it was bleak and cold oulside) in 200711

But I am not retiiing. Far from it; I still hope 1o work 3 days per
week at Yass. This. coDrbined wirh my Australian Vetedna.y
Association involvement will keep me busy. Tish and I sill also
travel in Ausaalia and over\€as. I will also do locum work as
needed and will, nlfough my ancestr,v, be able to work in the UK
without any prcblem. A stinl in "Herriot Country' will be most
\{,elcome I car assure you.

I have greatly enjoyed every minute ofmy time in Yass. my hom€.
firstly as an employee then panner, sole owner and the last 14
years 1n partnership with St art. I ha \'€ seen the practice grow from
4 employees, (2 vets and 2 ancillary staft to over 15. no'v
empioying,l tull tine equivalent veteinarians.

So. you arc not rid ofme yetll Thanks to ail our ciienrs. past and
preselrt. lt has been an hoDour to have look€d alier your pets,
compalions and livestock.

All lhe best io Stuan and Cath;howeler I will be in rhe
background to support the new team and $?tch it develop.

Stalf Goings On!
There has been nruch aclivity amongst th€ stallsince ou. Iast newsletter in May. Our congratulations go to Tin1 and l-eanne
Snifi alier Leame (one ofour long standlng practise nurses and -qroomert delivered a bounoing baby boy, named Tyler. in
August. Louise Hill (orc ofour receptonisls) and her partner Peler are expecting a baby in Ocbber and we wisir tlem ali the
besi liir the birlh oftheir 2^'child.

Due to the fecundity ofou. staffwe lvelcome new staff members Debbie Ircw to receptioq Louise Duncan and Tessa Ivison as
nurses and Viv Raine to &e groomng parlour.

Congratu]ations also io Karishna & Tim who announced tlFir engagemenr in May. We v",ish drfl a long, happy and healthy
liia iogether.

Our staf lras been busy altendjng conferences m firther their knowledge and disseminate ne\. idea! tirrough the hospital. Peter
and Stuart aftended the Austrahan Vetediary Assocjation Annual Conlbrence in Danvin in May where Peter \ias a$arded a

igious Merilodous Service Medal for his long and dedicated sen'ice lo the Australian Veterinary Association. Stuart
afiended the Ausn"lian Alpaca Vets Conlerence in July, Peter attended the Australian Small Animal Vets Conference in August
and Petrea is due 10 attend a Cal Conference in Seprenber in Qu€ensland. Alisha & Anila (two of our nu$et altended the

ian Veterjnary Nurse Conltrence in Melbourne in Junc.

Murrumbateman Veterinary Clinic
Rose Street Murrumbateman
Ph 6227 5955

A Note fronl Peter...

Our Grooming Parlour is in full swing as we enier
summer with our €xp€ienc€d, carlng and dedicated
team ofViv Raine and our nulses cllpping, grcoming

and bathing dogs and cats every day.

If you have not had your pet groomed at our
Grooming Parlour before, we re.ommend you have
a briei consultation with one ofihe team to explain

how you would like io have your pet groorned.

it has a medical
condiiion requi ng

administer sedation

beifg clipped,
making it easier for

cnrrh*Di ilrrh*rx



Gat Fight
Absesses

Infected wounds and abscesses f.om cai fighis are one of lhe
most common rea-sorls we see cats at the Yass Veterinary
Hospital. Cats are vcry teffitonal. and defend themselves with
teeih & c1aws. Wllen these claws & t€eth break ihe skin of
oiher cah (or humans), gerns are deposited ftom the leeth &
claws into the traumatised tissue and develop into a painlirl
infbction. Left uft€solved these infections then develop into
abscess (collectior ofpus under the skin) ina few days.

Cats initially are sore around the wound and ifon a limb will
be lane or rhat leg. They develop a high temperature, go off
thei. food & becone less acdv€.

With large wounds and nasty generalised infeciions the cat
can become very toxic & dehydrated. Initially a break in the
skin is seen usually with a snall amount ofdischarge. As the
infection dev€lops. over a few days, ihe small wounds close

over and a finn painful ftuid swelling develops (an absc€ss).
fhe abscess usually ruptures and a lot of moisl. yellow.
sntlly pus is discharged $om the wound and an area oI
devitalised skin may fall out revealing a pocket of deeper
inlbcled reddened tissues. Lefi unneated ihe wound heals and
another abscess develops and breaks out again. 'fhe cal
becones chronically ill, looses weighi and may develop
associated diseases eg potentially fatal kidney dis€ase or

Early inteftention is the most successful reatmenr and stops
infeclions developng into abscesses. The wounds are ctipped
and the cat is started on a cours€ of antibiotics. Abscess€s
need to be drained under a geneml anaesthetic often wirh
suppotive iniravenor$ fluids. A hole is placed in the bottom
of the abscess to allow dninage and sornefimes a piece of
rubber tubnrg is inserted to keep thc hole open & draining.
Devjl"lis€d tissue is swgically removed opening Bp the
abscess. Most abscesses lesolve *.iih no untoward eftacts.

Having your cais de-sexed, keeping them inside at nighl or
housing them in a specially designed cat house will
&arnalically reduce the incidence of cat figh! iriunes.

Poisonings and
Intoxications

Unfbtunately. we are comrnonly preserted widr various
poisonings and intoxications in our smaU animal!.

1080 Fox Baits ingesiion ofa fox bair is a nedical
e ergency. Dogs quickly develop rwitchng. difficult
bfeathing, stan vomiting, defecating and urinaring. They
nray begin to run around uncontrollably and bark wildly. This
phase quickly develops to convdlsions, m scular tremors,
coma and death. Often dogs are too sev€rcly affecred to
make thenr vomit in order to remove the poison and
subsequently nost dogs die despire instigarion of t earmenr.
However of late, with the use of large doses of bicarbonate
rrravenoJ' l )  lcng acunr anaesrlern more are lunrrrng

Snail Baits These poisoninss are relarively conrmon
especially in the sping. Snail baits can be palatabie to sone
'.qui .rr ; \e dog, Dog, pre'enr slrh nJrderou. Lsn-
inciuding voniting, in coordinalion. salivarion. nurcle
lwitching and temors. vonitjng. mucousy diahorea, dilficuh
breading. conwlsions, cona and death. Treanneni of these
dogs involves making then vomit. starting iv fluids,
anaesthetising t|em io control dre convulsions and
hospitalisalion. There are 2 tlpes of poisons used in snail

baits and affecled dogs present almost identicaily. With the
blue t).es of baits (eg Baytol). we are able to administd an
antidole- There is however. no antidote to the green rlpes of
baits (€g Defe der). Multiguard (red, brown or yellow) is
safer but can cause voniaing and diarrhoea.

Mice & Rat Baits The chernicals in the$e
preparatioff cause iniernal bleeding by inte'rupting the
nalurai clotting ofblood. This eventually leads to anaemia
(lack of red btood cells). Ihis condition does nor happen
inmediately but develops over a week. Dogs are most
commonly afiected as dre baits codain grain drat may be
palatable. Dogs can loose blood fiom any area, some dogs
cougn up blood from the lungs, othels loose blood from the
gums and fresh blood \rill be seen i11 water bowls or aromd
the mouth. Some develop bloody swellings under the skin or
in a joint. Regardless ol where the blood is iosr Aom. the
animal eventually ends up widr very paie guns and becomes
very s€ak and lisil€ss. lfrhe blood loss is severe the dog
may require a blood ransfusion and hospitalisation and rhe
most s.verely affected dogs die. lf your dog is se€n
ingesting |at/lnice baits it is important io ger ihe dog ro vomit
so the poison is not absorbed into the systern. ldeally ihis
should occur vjthin 2 houls. Treat'nent is relatively
expensive, especially for large dogs as the newer baiis last in
the system for a long time and rcquire long cou$es of
Vilamin K and numercus blood tests Io check clottjng times.
The older baits contain warfarin (eg Rarsak). which do noi
last as long in the animai's sysreln.

Chocolate Small dogs during holiday dmes
(Christmas and Easrer) may coNume enoug! chocoiaie ro
make then qnite il1. Chocolate codains chemicals that in
hig.h enough concenFafions are toxic to dogs. Iniriaily
vomitmg and dhhonea are seen but this may progress to
stifiiess, excirement, heart failure, seizures and death.
TrealrneFr involve. making them \o'nir ro ger nd of
excessive poison and starting symptomaaic rreatment (iv
flt ds and control of seizwes).

Do not
leave pets
in hot cars.

It can kill.

Sfiing/
SumnGl
lilolniru



We irrst got
bettea...

So that we can provide you witlr the best
possible servioe (and thanks io th€
govemment's attraciive srimulus package)
we have lashed out and irstailed the lales!
digilat x-ray teclmology.

our Kodak digitai x-ray cart removes
specjal screens froln our new x-
ray plales and 'develops' them io
be viewed bn a computer screen as
a digital image. Once dle image is
digitalised ir is able to be
enlanced, nagnified. l,1ewed wit\
improved clarity. easily stored on a
h3rd drive. backed up, emailed or
bumed onto a CD for refenai to
specialists-

No longer will there be tradilional x-ray
films with the associated messy developing chemicals.
misplaced x-rays and space occupyhg x ray file &aws.

Fleas and Ticks
Su lner is just arould d1e comer- and for nany of us. thar
neans ti1ne for holidavsl Summer can b€ a great time of dre
yerr ibr us, bui somciim€s it is not so pleasant lbr our pets.
Fleas can becone a real problenr. and iflou take yow dog
or cal down 1() dre coasi rhis sunrmer, the deadly threat of
paralysis dcks exists.

I{owever. there are sevcral steps you can lake to make
sunmer nore comfbdablc and s6fb fbr your pet.

A regular flea treatment such ar Fron ine Pl,s can help
break the llca lifecycle and keep fleas nunbers ar very low
le\els. R'ontli e Plrs also protccts against drc deadly
paralysis tick. al1d is a tnust ifyou inrend on taking you dog
or cai to the coast with you these holidays.

Some iips for Flea rreatnlenl:
- All dogs and cats in your care should be 1r€ated with a
flea produd, such as lf,?trtti,e P/rs, every 4 s,eeks.

Removal of flea eegs can be achie\ed by regular
vacuuming, and this will encourage emefgence of any eggs

- Don't let untieated aninrals into your llone.
- Wash annnal bedding rcsularly.
- Limit areas pets can access ftat may harbor fleas. such as
under the house.

if you do take your pet to dre coast rhese holidays- several
steps can be takcD to linit the cha.ce of them picking up a

Firsrly, a product such as Frcntline PIus. if applied e\ery 2
r€eks. wili protect against {ieas and grearly reduce the risk
of tick paralysis. It is nnportant to start tr€atment with
fiontline a! least 2 daysprior to heading to the coasr.

Secondly, whilst on lrclidays, check ),our pet fo. licks
r:VERY DAY even ifyou are using a tick treatment product.

while a tick product will.educe lhe chance ofticks, it doesn't
kill ticks on contact. Thorouglrly searching your per's skio for
ricks ls the nlost effeciive nay of preven ing paralysis aom
occudng. Don't stop ifyou tud one tick, remove it and keep
searching, as there nay be ll1ore.

For more ini}mation donl hesitate to make an appointnrenl
with orc ofour veis. who can give your pet a thoroush ltalth
check and design an effecfve tick and flea treatnent p]an for
your pets m's sutnlne..

Eqrrine Dentistry
why have your horse's teeth dore at the Yass V€tednaD
Hospital l...Because our Vets
l. Look at fte ho$e's overall health and noljusl tLe mourh
2. Itave a scientific background and have undergo e
inienslve prllcrical rraining
3. w;ll sedate the horse io relieve a iety afld to ensufe a

8. Hnve the larest equipmem and aids to €nsure a thorough

9. Conplete a dental clurt lbr each procedure.
10. Are accountable fol tLeir work & actions and are backed
by a professional association (Australian Vetednarian
Association) and Veterinary Special lnte.esr G.oup-
11. lssue tax invoic€s.
12. Have insurance to cover you and your horse

we can do ihe best iob on your horse's mouth $hen lvo use
the facilities at the yass Vetennary Hospital. We have an

tu1l exam;nation and thorou_gh job
4. Are assisred by aained vet nurses
experienced in handling horses
5. Rernove wolf teeth conectly using
sedation & local anaesthetic nor brute force
6. Wlll fefer conDlex cases if warranted
ard oan contact veterinary specialists fof

7. Erarnine the iroNe s moudr by feeling.
looking and discussing the lrdous options

indoo. crush and are able to use a special
d€ntal halter which significantly improves the
ease and efficiency of doing horse dentals.

Our preference is for you to drop off your
horses and leave them in $e yards at the
Yass Vete.inary Hospital for the day. You
can also leave your horse trailer safbly and
easily in the parking area beside the drive
drough &iveway.



Triennial Dog Vaccinations
Advancements in technoLogy have lead !o ihe development
ol oelv vaccin€s that u,ill now reliably provide three (3)
years protection against canine dislelnper, heFtitis and paF
vovirus. However. vaccinalion is slill requir€d y*rly ro
protect against kennei cough. Dogs that go to boarding ken-
nels or are in contact rviih a 1ot of other dogs (show dogs,
agi[ty & obedience dogs) need to be vaccinated a$insl
kennel cough (C5 Vaccination). FaIm dogs and dogs not
mixnrg with a lot of other dogs (sed€ntary town dogt only
require a Ci vaccination. It has been common practise to
vaccinate companion aninals ev€rt' y€ar since rhe develop-
menr of these vaccines in the middle of the last century. The
neiv 'C:' vaccines have been speciaily brmulated to pro-
vide a longer duratjon of immunify than cunently available
\  dcc ines lhar  dre regsrered for  |  )ear  o lprore!  ior .

W€ still reconmend that your dog r€tums amually to a]]ow
us to oonduct a caretul physical €xaminalion and to provide
the latest advice on prevertative health care for your pet.
This is especiaily inportant for dogs 8 years oid and over.
Many conditions are only obvious on a complete veterinary
examinalion. We hope not to find an).rhing, but if we do. we
will be able lo manage or treat lheir condirion earlier, im-
proving the quality of life, extending then iife & keeping
them healthief, happier & l}lorc oomfortable. Such condi,
iions include hean disease and abdominal canc€.s.

What does this mean for the dog oNners? When you bring
you. dog in for its annual healih check. your veterin3ria!
will assess. discuss the available options and prescribe the
most appropriate vaccination sch€dule for your dog.

Call us now ro book your dog in for its annual health ch€ck.
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Dog Training and
Socialisation

We conduct regularly Puppy Preschool Classes, Dog Socialisalion and Dog Training

Puppy Preschool

These classes ntn on Tuesday evenings *on 6.30 umil 8pm, fora five weekpe.iod. Tley
encompass socialisation riith other dogs, animals and people, health care, behaviour ard
training. They are designed for puppies lion 6wk of age and are open to dogs up to
6mths d€pending on their size.

Walking Group

As a progrcssion from puppy classes and for those with older dogs we walk about Yass
toun eaoh Monday evening f,om 6.30pl'- Everyone is welcome io join our social groop
fora bit ofiight exercise and a chat. The location altemates each week fbra bit ofvai€ry
so please conlact the YVII fbr locations or download an information sheer. We arc
hoping 10 start the walking group in Murrumbatenan shortly.

Dog Socialisation

Now that the YVH has an oubide paddock for dogs to play we can prodde a 'doggy

park' fo. your four legged f.iends to have a ronrp about and sociatise with othef suitable
dogs. Socialisation tines are on Saturday momhgs betweetr 9am and Ilam.

Dog Obedience

We also nm dog training sessions jn basic obedjenco and behaviourprobletns. We are
stadng weeknighi training times. These classes will rnn fo. 8 weeks and cover basic

obedience $'ith the oppofunity to continue to more advanced taining.

For nore information please sce our rvebsit€ iniw.yassvet.com.au or contact Claire
eifher at the hospital or by email to claire@ya$vet.com.au

Conhcting us.......
Yass Vclcrinary Hospital Mumrmbatemar Vetcriury Clinic

02) (r22(r l{.11 \tD16227 59.55
l.hr (02) 699{i 1077 l'imail: yassvct(4\'ass\'ct.coir.au


